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Zeal ; Let us perform” our publick - Offices with 
juſt Senſe and Reverence, and by our conſtant 


of Nature or Dedncation, Eres a we are ens 
of in our ſelves. And then we-may be aflured, 
that if we, thus, take heed to our ſelves, and to 
our DoGrines, we ſball, at leaſt, ſave our ſelves, 
and ſome of my who hear ns.” 
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Ts The F ict, Preached In »-- 4." 
 Chri.Chur, Dublin : F'#, 19. 1681. 


AT THE 


Of the Right Reverend Fathers in God 


| E |OVILLIAM Lord Biſhop of Kildare, 


W I LLIAM Lord Biſhop of Kiimore, 
: AND 


The Other, Preached in 


"The Cathedral Church of St. Patrick : * 


At the Primary Viſication of the Moſt Reverend 
Father in God, 


Lord Arch-Biſhop of Dublin, Apr. 24. 16 "Mp 
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| To the Right Reverend F aebers in God, 
(WILLIAM, Lord Biſhop of Kildare, 


5 WTI LLI F M, Lord Biſhop of Kilmore, 
: [ | AND | 
an RI C HARD, Lord hes of Kill, 


My Lords, 6; 0M 
Ta" HE Sermon hich 1- bad oh Hh 


- N monr to Preach at. the C onſecration 
"of Your Lorafhips, I do now Publiſh, in hopes | 
' that it may gve alittle Satisfattion to ſome 
_ miſtaken People, who may happen to read it; 


: _.and'l dedicate it to. Your Lordſhips, in bapes | 


: "that Your Lord bps al rs that | 


from, 


' Your moſt. dutifut 


4 # 


' | Humble Servant, 


- 


* UE we ROBIN, itt SES 9s 50246 22 ave ett 


4 oc DREACHED. 
AHF GOES BIS SIR res 
| In Cbrifi-Church, Dublin : Feb..1 9.1 68-1.- 


The beginning of the Epifile appointed Wy" the - 
Church, for- this" Service, being. 


1.. Timothy, ii. I... 


This i i 4 PSAs Saying;" if 'a man deſire the Officesf ” 
_@ Biſbop,: he Afrath 4 : good work, * 


\'F.: Pant having i in the: preceding Ghapters 
given [Tamothy ſome [general Account of the 
+, _ true Faith, and ſuitable Worſhip of God; 
BAI neceſfary means for the” continuing and: ex- 

tending of the one, and: for- the becoming per- 


Ap 


_ formance of the other, proceeds in hl to bo | 


2 - A Conſecration Sermon. + 

| of the Government of the Church. © And by 
way of Introduction to what relates to the par- 
ticular Offices, of thoſe perſons who were to 8 
reſpedtively concern'd in it, He makes a Declara- 
tion to this purpoſe : That whoſoever defires to 
- be inveſted with that Power ahd Authority which 
of Right belong to the higheſt and moſt eminent 
of them, he deſires an Employment worthy and 
honourable, an Office by which he may be enabled 
to do ſome Service to his great Creator, be a 
publick Bleſſing to the Age he lives 1n, a Diſpen- 
{er of 'God's Favours'to men; and. as it were an 
Agent to maintain and keep up a Correſpon- 
dence between Earth and *Heaven. For this I 
judge a Parz phraſe. not ſtrained on the Apoltles 
words, This 1s a true Saying, &c. . _ 

Being to ſpeak” before this great Hd fi6u- 
rabie Audience, upon, this Occaſion and Subject, 
I thall humbly beg leave to make a modeſt En- 
quiry'into theſe following particulars. .: » -: | 

Firft, Whence our: preſent| Bithops kiave their 
Authority ? 

Secoudly, Whether Epiſcopacy :'hath any Ad- 
vantages aboye other: Forms of. Church-Govern- 
ment ?: 

. Thirdh, What may be ;utly ol palanathy 
expected: from Ferſans _ wa that Sacred 
—_— 4 992014 9 $'s ; 10 575 B1ti 433 
: - 'F oneehl,, 


3 


” Fourthly,” What Honodr and Reſpect is | due 
fom us to them? , 

' By ' what I ſhall fay in reſolution hereunto, - 
'twill T hope be plain enough, That he deſires a 
mod Work,, who deſires the off ce of a Biſhop. 

T begin with the: - 


Firſt Enquiry, Whence our preſent Biſhops | 


have their Authority ?. 


" That ever ſince theſe Nations have preten- | 
ded to Adore Feſus Chrift as their Lord and 


Redeemer, They have, in Obedience to - him, 


Worſhipped God, after a'way. not known be--- 
fore,.is denied by none. That all who have - 
apreed 'in this belt ief and way of Worſhip, have 
reputed themſelves in that reſpe&, a Community * 
different from Civil Bodies Pohitick;, is as evident ;-: 
from their Fxerciſing and Submitting to, ar Au--- 


thority diſtint. from all Civil Power: That 


Biſhops have been the Chief . meerly Spiritual 
Governours of this Society, from the very firſt - 
Conſtitution of it here, and that thoſe Venerable 


Perfons whom. we now call Biſhops, have re- 
ceiy'd the Spiritual Authority they claim from 
others of that Order and Title, who received 
the ſame from their Predeceſlors, and ſo in a 


continued ſeries, from the firſt entertainment of 


_ that Religion in theſe Ilands ( were it neceſlary ) 


might. with much. cale be clearly made out: hat 
ha that 
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4 4 1 Coils "<2 
that the Queſtion will be reduc'd to very narrow 
Ferms, What Authority , and from whom, the firſt 
planters of Chriſtianity among us, were intruſted 
with to Communicate to others > For more full 
Satisfaction in this matter, it being liable to many 
miſtakes of evil conſequence, I ſhall ky down 
what I have to lay concerning It, in theſediſtin&_. 
- and _—_ Propoſitions. \, 

That Our Bleſſed Saviour had Power and 
Guberty to Inſtitute, and Form a- Society over 
the whole World, to be governed by ſuch Laws 
and ſuch Officers as he ſhould appoint. + 
- ._ This is evident both from the Prophecies con- 
cerning the (a _) Meſſzah in the Old Teſtament; 
That the Government ſhould be upon his Shoulders, 
and the like ; andalſo from what is ſaid of Feſus 
Chrift, in the New. That (þ) God. Annointed 
bim with the Holy Ghoſt, and as it were Conſe- 
crated him to 8 Univerſal Paſtour, and the great 
Apoſile and High Prieſt of our Profeſſion, and Biſhop 
of otir Souls, and that he had all Power both 
in Heaven and in Earth: and that he did in 


his own Perſon Rule and Govern, make Laws 


and conſtitute Governours, and not only did he 


. ——— 


R— 


( 4 a.) Taiah, Ix. 6." (b ) Ads x. 38. Hibr. ii. 1.-1 Pets it. 25: 
das « XXVIP., 18 Propric Mot minus Jelus eft. Origen on 
at. XXIV. 
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declare Geds Will to Mankind, but did alfo 
take order that ſuch. Perſons ſhould be admitted 
into that his Society by Baptiſm, as were willing 
to ſubmit. to the Rules and Conſtitutions of it. 


2. That Onur Saviour committed the Govern-. 


ment of this Society, to thoſe who in the Exazr- 
_ gelifls are call'd Apoſtles. This appears from the 
tenour of the Commiflion which he gave them, 
when he breathed on them the(c ) Holy Ghoft. As 
my Father ſent me, ſo ſend I you. Whoſ: ſoever ſins 
ye remit they are remitted unto them, and whoſeſo- 
ever Sins ye.retain, they are-retained. 

. The ſame Authority which was given to 
the Apoſtles to Govern this Society- ( excepting 
thoſe attendants of Gifts, as of Tongues, doing 
Miracles, and the like Extraordinary Helps and 
Supplies, which the Neceffity of the Primitive 
Church requirid, 'tifl it came #7 the Unity of the 


Faith unto a perfet Man, unto the meaſure of 


the flature of the fulneſs of Chriſt, 'as St. Paul 
expreſſes it ) was: tor ever 'to continne to their 
Succellors. 


This appears from the very Natare' as Def Ven | 


of that Government! which Chriſt appointed 3 
being ſo abſolutely necellaty to rhe eaſbration 


_—y 


(ec) Jobn xX. 21,22. (;d,). Epbeſ: od 31 
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6: _ A Confecration Sermon. 
of his Society, and conſequently of his Religion, 
that ſuch a Society could not ſubſt{t without: ; 
and therefore as neceſlary' to. continue that Soci- 
ety, as firſt to form it. Some. wil think (more 
necetlary in {ucceding - Ages, than at that time, 
when our Saviour's' Miracles were ſo freſh in their 
remembrarce.; thew Devotion {o new, and' their 
Zeal ſo warm and vigorous. Welikewiſe find 
this plainly intimated: in the Commitlton which 
Chriſt gave his Apoſtles. ('e ) Go and teach; or make 
Diſciples in all Nations, and lo F. ane with you 
alway even unto the end of the. World. .* Now they 
themſelves were. not to live fo. long, and there- 
fore this ſpecial Preſence and Affiſtance,, muſt be 
aunderſtood:to have been promiſed to their Sucte(- 
fors alld;,-' 1h flood of age bonzt gol gl; 

Farther, Chriſt ſent -thenr- as bs Father” ſent 
him ; that is, with ſuch Authority ito Ordamn 
others, and' to. Inſtitute Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline, 
and fo. to make Succeſlors;' and. to tommunicate 
to-them of that Spirit, which he breathed':on 
them, as Moſes did to Foſhna, (f) the $ pirit of Wiſ- 
om, by laying their. hands upon them. And' 
hence 1t was that St. Paul told the Brſbops of Aſa, 
upon whom he had lay'd: his hands, when upon: 
his Summons They met himat Miletws, ( g ) That: 


=”! 


m— y_ _— Tor” 


Wo —_—— 


( e ) Mat. xxyiii. 18,29. (f) Deus. Xxxiy: 9. (2 ) Afr xx. 38. 
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the Holy Ghoſt had made them Overſeers, or Biſhops, 
' over the Church of God. 1 may add, that all 
Diſputers in this Cauſe, and all Pretenders to 
different Forms of Charch-Gowernment, do Acknow- 
ledge ſome Form to be always neceſſary, and 
conſequently Authority to Rule and Govern, 
for ever to reſide in ſome - Perſons or other. 

4. That Biſhops, be the true extent of their 
Authority what it will, are declar'd to be in 
Scripture, and were look'd upon in the firft 
Ages (hh) of the Church, as Succeſfors to the 
Apoſtkes ; and ſo Authoriz'd by Chrift to Govern 
this Society. | 
Thus far we have but little Controverſie with 
the main Oppolers of Epiſcopacy. For they can- 
not deny -but- that our Biſhops are Presbyters, 
and therefore if, ( as they will have-it ) Presby- 
ters were the Antient Biſhops, and are Succeſlors 
to the Apoſtles, our Bi/bops upon that account 
are ſo. If therefore we be {ctisfied that Our 
Saviour gave ſome Power and Authority to his 
Apoſtles, with a deſign that' They ſhould leave 
it to others, to be tranſmitted through all Ages 


— fon | 


.(b) St. Cyprian, .Epiſt, 75. p. 225. Edit. Oxon. - Poteſtas pecca- 
trorum remittendorum Apoſtolis: data. cſt, 8 Eccleſiis quas illt a 
Chriſto miſſi Conſtitaerunt, & Epiſcopis qui cis Ordira:ione Vi- 
<aria {ucceflerunt. 

C 3:: ſucceſlively, 


3 | A. Conſecration” Sermon. 

ſucceſſively, tSTome fir perſons, for the Exigen» 
gies of the Church; and: that our 'Biſhops are Suc- 
ceſſors to thoſe Apoſtles (which one Party: of 
our Churches Adverſaries are obliged to own, by 
vertue of their being Presbyters ; and which the 
other have no pretence to deny. here in Ireland, 
whatever Fables ({ 7 ) they have invented, to 
diſparage the Engliſh Conlfecrations 3 we: being 
able to prove, That our preſent Biſhops of Ireland 
were Conſecrated by ( & ) ſuch Bz/hops, as receiv'd 


their Conlecration from other. Confecrated 


x —— 


E i) For Confutation of. which; See Maſon's Vindicie. Ecdleſie 
Arglicane, Primate Brambali's Works, and. the Second Part of 
Dr.. Bzrn*t's Hiſtory of the Reformation, FL 

(k) For Inſtance. - His. Grace the Moſt Reverend Father -in 

. God, Michael Byle,-thepreſent Lord Arch-Biſhop of Armagh,and 
Primate of all Feland ;- rogether with Dr: Margeeſon; the Fate 
Primate of Ireland : the truly: Learned and Piovs Dr. Febn Parker, 
late Lord Arch-Biſhop of Dublin, Dr. Pxllen, then - Arch-Biſhop 
of T#am, and the preſent Lord Arch-Biſhop of Caſhel, and Seven 
ather Difhops who» died itnce, 'were' Confecrated Fan. 27: 1669s 
By Dr. john.Bramball, Arch-Biſhop of. Armagh, who was :Can- 
ſecrated May, 26. 1634. by Primate Tſher, who was Conſecrated 
Amo 1021. by: Primate Hampton, who was Confſeerated-*May, 5. 
1913. by Dr. Thomas Janes, Wha was Conſecrated by «Adam Loftus, 
Arch-Biſhop of Dzblin, 12. May, 1584. who was Confecrated 
by Huzh Curwin, 41 1562, Who Was Conſecrated Arch-Biſhop: 
of Dublin, Septemb. 8. 1555. being the Third Year of Queen- 
Mary, together with James Turberville Biſhop. ot Exceter, and. Willians - 
Glin, Biſhop of Bangor * This appears our of: onr Retords, and by 
this may any of=the preſent: Fords Biſhops' of Trelard, Juſtific: 
cheir-Contecration,”. © ante Song” irony erp 
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Biſhops 3, and ſo on to before the Reformation, 
from Records never inthe leaſt queſtion'd or - | 
ſuſpected ) we muſt Acknowledge that what ' 
Authority our preſent Biſhops: have, Fhey have 
from-Chriſ Feſus. & 

Fhe way. being thus far clear'd, before I pro-. 
ceed to the main thing behind, to wit; To de- 
monſ\trate,. that Buhops are a- diſtin Order 
from and above Presbyters, by that Authority 
They have receiv'd from Chrift, I. ſhall deduce 
{ome ew Corollaries from what ' has been ſaid, 
m as ©: 

"Tis evident from hence, That when the 
Apoſtles Ordained Biſhops, they did it by Au- 
thority given. them by our Saviour ; and not 
only in purſuance of a Fewiſh Cuſtom of creating | 
Elders, which the famous Mr. Selden ſo muctr 
contends (1 ) for. Had*they+nor- done it uporr 
an. Account peculiar to Chriſtianity, St. Paul when 
az Jew, and a moſt/ violent Perſecutor of Chriſts 
Church, bad had as full-Authority to make Biſhops | 
2s when an Apoſtle, and muſt have deriv'd it not: 
from the Holy Ghoſt,” ( as he conſtantly Affirms ) | 
but from his "Maſier Gamaliel: 

' 24: Hence- it - follows,;.That- B:ſhops have not: 


hb 4 


- G4), Sekden d&: Synedriis,. Lib. I. (Cop. 14. 


'TO -A Conſecration Sermon. 
their Authority from the Civil Magiſtrate. There 
- is a great difference between the deſignation of 

A Perſon to an Oftce, and the giving him Autho- 
rity in it. Thus a Mayor of a Corporation is 
Choſen by the Burgeſſes of it, but receives his 
Authoricy from the King alone ; and ſoin many 
other inſtances. And therefore this Afſertion of 
ours, cannot | be ſuſpe&ted as any way prejudi- 
cial to our Princes Antient Right of EleQting 
Biſhops. The Church is a Society, and Body 
Politick diſtin& from that of the Common-wealth; 
which appears from hence, - That it did ſubfiſt 
when ſeparated from, and perſecuted by all 
Civil-Powers ; it 1s- founded upon - Principles 
difterent from the Law of Nature, and com- 
' mon Notions of Mankind, and ſettled by Dt- 
vine, Poſitive Laws ; and conſequently the Go- 
'vernment of it muſt be proportionable. And 
they who reſolve to hold the contrary Opinion, 
may take its Foundation along with it, and be- 
heve the Goſpel it ſelf to be no Law, but as 
Enacted by the Ciwil Magiſtrate. | | 

3- We may hence infer, that all other Biſhops 
are not meerly Subſtitutes.of the Biſhop of Rome, 

_ and that-he in the Right of St. Peter, is not the 
- Only Biſhop, who hath his Authority from Chriſt, 
ſo that all muſt receive theirs from him. This 
was with much Vehemence' and equal Applauſe, 

defended 


- 


defended in the (1) Conncil of Trent, by Father 
_ Laynez, General of the Feſutts : and Friar $in10n 
a Florentine, did there likewiſe maintain, That 


the Inſtirution of Biſhops in the Apoſtles, was 


only . Perfonal, and ended with them. Brit this 
( as the good Biſhop of Paris then faid ). is a 


Novel Doctrine ; firſt invented by Cajetane to 


vain a Cardinalſhip; and as ſuch was Cenlured 
by the Doctors of the Sorbonne, and -Richerins a 


Cn _) Sorbonne Dodor, in his Hiſtory of General 
Conncills, lately Printed ; has made it ont, That 
i Antient Times the very Italian Biſhops them-. 


| ſelves, did ſub{cribe Biſhops, Dei Gratia, without 
any mention of the Pope,” or Apoſftolick See. 


4. We may likewite hence conclude, Thar 


Biſhops have not, nor 'ought-to have their Au- 
thority 'from the'People. That 'they had, in the 


Apoſtles days, was held by Mr. Hobbes; ( 0) and 


he ſays, 'Tis ſo declar'd in Scripture.. But 'cis 


plain, that he makes it the ſame thing, to Fle@ 


and to Ordain, Which the ( p )- Seriptures make 


very different. As to what relates to the People,. 


— — 
—_—_ 


” ) Hiſt. Council of Trent, Lib. 7. pag. 574- of the laſt Edition. 
Engl. . (n) Richeriis. Cap. 10. Set. Il. (o) Leviathan. Cap. 22» 
(p) Ads vi. 5. The whole Multitude Choſe Stephen and Phl:p, 8c. 


Verſ. 6. Whom they ſet before the -Apoſtles, who, when they bad Prajed,.. 


| it 


Iizy'd their Hands on them.: | 
WITPES, 
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12 A. Conſecration Sermon. \ - 

it does indeed appear from Antiquity; that They 
were ſomewhat concern'd -in the Eledion. of 
Biſbops ; ( q ) but "twas only by way of .Ap- 
probation, and that St. Paul's Rule, might be 
the better obſerv'd, That a Biſhop be Blameleſs, 

" aud of Good Report, And that they were .of 
Good Report the People could beſt teſtifie. Bur 
this occaſion'd many diſturbances, ſo .that Chri- . 
ſtan Magiſtrates were forced ſometimes to in- 
terpoſe, and at Jaſt upon prudent Conſiderations 
- 'twas quite diſ-uſed. - Wet Ms 

Having ſetled theſe matters, I come.now: to 
prove, that Biſhops by vertue of this Authority 
which they have from Chriſt, are above. Presby- 
ters. IT muſt deſire to be excuſed that I do not 
make the Enquiry, Whether Biſhops be of a diftin&i 
Order from that of Presbyters, Ture Diwvino or not. 
Which by.the Advantage of Ambiguous expreſ- 
fions, made uſe-of by ſome unwarily, by others 

_ on purpoſe, and by the motives of- Intercſt and 
Envy, has been made the ſubje& of much-dil- 
_pute, and.of many Books in this laſt Age. This 

I have defignedly. declin'd medling with. For 


— 


"— 
—— 


( 9.) Of this matter ſee a full and fatisfaftory Account, in the 
Hiſtory of . the preſent Separation, by the Worthy. and moſt. Learngd 
Dr. Stiliingfleet, Part J. Set. 24- 25. "LEM V "4 
F ._ -.___ unleſs 
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A. Conſecration Sermon. "wy 
_ unleſs we 'be willing Eternally to wrangle and 
© diſpyte, and to make the Controverſy to laſt as 
long as the Order it ſelf, ever to the end of the 


World ; We muſt ſtate the Queſtion plainly, and 


_ after ſome ſort, that we may- find a clear deci- - 


ſion of it ſome way or other. And I know none 
more fair than this : Whether the Apoſtles before 
their Martyrdoms committed the Authority, which 


Chriſt gave them of Governing his Charch, and the - 


mferior Officers of it,and of Ordaining others in every 


Church to ſingle Perſons, or to ſeveral in ConjunCtion. 


To determine. this, Let us firſt conſult the Holy 


Scriptures. 

We find. that the firſt Succeſſor to any of 
the - Apoſtles, who was made by them, was 
Matthias ; who when Judas» had fallen away, 
though he was a Diſciple, by the direction of 
the Holy Ghoft, (r ) was afſum'd to a higher de- 
' gree, to the dignity of an Apoſtle. ( & ) St. Peter 
lays, To take Judas his Biſhoprick. 


—_—  — 


mr" 


_— 


(r) A 1.- (7) The Apoſtles were above the 79 Diſciples. 


Philip did Preach, Bapriſe, did Miracles, and Converted the Sa- | 


maritaxs, but his Converts did not-xeceive the Hily Gb, till thar 
St. Peter and St. Jobn, came down.from feraſalem, and laid ther 
hands upon them. Adv. viii. 14 15- And that Matthias betoxe 
he was made Succeſſor ro  F4as, was one of . the 79. Dicipics. 
Vid. Euſebii Hit. Eect. Lib. 1. Cap. 12- 
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Eg: 4 Confecratton AtrON: SENIORS 

We firtd. St.. Fames (who: was not ( -}-ofl the: 
Twelve, and whom all Ecelefiaſtical Hiſftorgans 
reckon )- Biſhop. of Hieruſalewr, that he re{ided 
conſtantly there, and'that any matter'of mnper- 
tance which. hapned, was/ communicated: unto-. 
him. | That the, Presbyters attended: on him :: 
that when. St. Peter was deliver'd out of Priſon. 
by ,an: Angel, he bade them whom he lir{t mer, 
(4) to: go-and ſhew' thoſe things unto. James, and 
unto: the Brethren ; and'that St. Paul, as'{oon(w ): 
as he came. to:Hiernſalew, after his: Foarteen: Years 
Preaching to the Gentiles, went in unto James, and. 
all the Elders were preſent, Though the Presbyters 
wereall there, he made- his Application in a parti-- | 
cular manner to. St. James. And in the Firſt 
Council held there upon. occaſion of. a Contro- | 
verſie about-keeping the Law of Moſes, St. James 
determin'd' as- one 1n Authority, in: theſe words: - 
(x) Wherefore my Sentence is. St. Pault'com-- 
mitted his Authority at Epbeſus to Timothy ; we 
find him give him in Charge, That he ſhould not 
recerve-an Accuſation againſt a- Presbyter, but con-- 
firm'd by. two or-three. witneſſes, ( y ). and: him 


—_—_ 
_—_ 


I } "7 > __ —— 
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(t ) That James the Brother of -our: Lord was-not- one of 
the” I'welve, Valeſins-ſhews at large, in his Notes .on the ſame 
Chapter. Not- Pag. 20. (#) AGs Xi 17. (Cw): Als xXi. 18. 
Cx) Adis Ry. 19... y ) i. Tims. Y- 19, 206., | 
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A. Conſecration Sermon. © 1 


 #hat finned,to Rebuke before all that others alſo might 


F 


a ſolemn adjuration ( 


Fear. Soby his Place we ſee that he might receive an 
Accufation,and fummon Witneſſes before him,and 


"Examine them, and give Sentence againſt Pres- 


byters, which he could not have done, had they 
been his Equals. Beſides, he was charged with 
% ) before God -and the 
Lord Teſus Chrift, and the Ele Angels, to do 
theſe things without Partiality ; which ſhews 
that by his Authority he ' was able to ſhew fa- 
vours to ſome Presbyters above others, and that 
his Partiality would have been of great Conſe- 


- quence. "The ſame St. Paul made Titns Metro- 


politan of 'Creet, -gave . him Authority (2) To 


Ordain Elders in every City. And as to what 
cencerns the reſt of the Apoſtles, we may be- 


' leive They endeavour'd that there -ſhou]d be 


Uniformity in all Churches, which 'tis plain ( b ) 
St. Paul labour d much after: and Uniformit 
could not be, had they inſtituted different Forms 
of Government in them. _ 

But no conſidering Perſon will think it ſtrange, 
that the particular Form of Government is not 
more-expreſly deſcribed in the Relation we have 
in thoſe Sacred Books, of what was done by 
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16 A Conſecration Sermon. | 
the Apoſtles immediately after. our -S4wours 
Aſcenſion. They could not of a-ſuddery ſettle 
all matters; nor was. it neceſlary that They ſhould 
appoint Succeſlors long before they were to leave", 
them. Beſides, the Account - which: we have of 
what they did, is very ſhort. St. Luke was the 
only Perſon who Compos'd and left to Pofterity, 
Commentaries of their Acts. In them we fird 
little of St.. Peter, but what was tranſacted within 
a Year or two after his Maſters Aſcenſion; hetle 
of St. Paul, but his Converſion, and what St. Luke 
{aw him do. in his ſeveral journeys ; leſs of any 
. other of the Apoſtles. And as to: St.. Panl's 
Epiſtles, they do rather ſuppoſe the then. Eſta- 
bliſhment ( whatever itwas ). ſufficiently known, 
than undertake to. deſcribe it. ' And after all 
thofe Books were finiſh'd, we have reaſon to 
believe,. that the Church being ſo: very much 
enlarged by the Acceſſion of New Converts, that 
they made: their form ' of Government more 
exact than 'before Comported with the Circum- 
ſtancesof Afﬀairs; MAE OY i; 
However, One thing, we find in the Reve- 
lations,, which ſeems plain enough in thismatter. 
| Our Saviour, Commanded St. John to write to 
the Angels of the Seven Churches of Aſia : That 
It was not to the Seven Churches themſelves, is 
evident. irom his. Saying, T hat the feven Churches 
| were: . 
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AC onſecration Sermon. 17 
were the Sever Candleflicks, bur the Seven 'Stars 
(-c:-)-were the 'ſewen Angels, which did: ſhine in 
them.” That the Angel of each of thoſe Churches 
' was'not a Synod of Presbyters, but a Single Per- 
fon,> appears from this, that the Reproots and 
Charges given there, are Perſonal. _ We cannot 
ſay, for inſtance, that all the Elders of the ( d ) 
Church of Epheſus, ( where St. Parl (ettled many ) 
could agree in all thoſe Qualitcations and Defects 
mentioned -by St. John: from: whence it follows; 
that.cach of thoſe Churches in' St. John's days 
was Governed by Single Perſons. 
But tho' there be ſome who will have nothing 
eſteemed of moment in-this Concern, but whar - 
& found m Scripture; or in forme Syſtem of Di- 
vinity; yet I hope we may be allowed to-make 
recourſe to - Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory. For we are' 
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not to: ſeek in the Seriptures for what was done TRAY 
after-. that' they. were written 3 and. the Fathers WE 
who- were the 'Succeſſors of the Apoſtles, can beſt | HE! 
tell' what they who were next before them, did. 6; HL 
To-ſhew : the unreaſonableneſs. of the contrar Alt 
Opinion, I - ſhall propoſe a like Caſe. If a _ 
Queſtion were .now- made. ow Alexander the _ 


— 


| (6): Rev. i. 20, St. Auſtin ſays, by the IPO is- meant Prepo- ll m1 
_ fitus Feclefie. St. Hierom, Angeli Eccleſiis Preſilentes. This Scoic Wit 


1s- 7 by Bullinger and Beza. (4 ) As XX. 17, 1 | 
3 Great: 


18 A Confecration Sermon. | 
Great his Empire was diſpoſed-of after his Death, 
and any one would take upon him ro dictate with 
great Confidence, That we ought not to conſult 
Diotorus Siculus, Plitarch and-athers, who wrote 
of thoſe Tranſaions,”.but. to -apply our 1elves 
wholly »to' Ariftatles Politicks, ( or which 1s in- 
'deed -much nearer to the prudent. Advice of 
' ſome of our Anti-Epiſcopal writers } to take the 
words of ſome now alive; and to ſend for 
certain Sober, Good; Able '/Men; to whom they 
can recommend us, who perhaps have *:never 
- much troubled themſelves with that uſeleſs Study 
of- Hiſtory; but yet having profoundly ſtudied Po- 
liricks, can from their own Models and Principles 
beſt inform us, how 'thoſe matters. went then; 
we ſhould, T-preſume, beg their Pardon, and napon 
the very ſame grounds we muſt ſo now, 'and 
addreſs our {elvesito Antiquity for a:Refolution. 

. Now we (cannot find one word im Ectleſi- 
aſtical Hiſtory, (C of which it is not! improbable 
that they are well aware _) that from the 'days 
of the very Apoſtles, any Church 'was: otherwiſe 
Governed than by  a' Single Perſon , till after 
the beginning of the Sixteenth -Certury. But 
it would not be proper here to proſecute this 
matter largely, and therefore I ſhall only propoſe a 
few inſtances out” of ' the moſt -early 'Chriſtian 
Writers. | MN Ord. 


The 
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'*'The eldeft of the Fathers we have is Clemens 


Romanus;"andhe in his excellent' Epiſtle to the 
Corinthians, ſhews plainly that he was of Opi- 
nion;' that, as ut was actually in his Time, the. 


Apoſtles themſelves did by Divine Infpiration 


continue” a Covernment, in which Biſhops and 


Presbyters were no leis diſtinguiſhed than they 


are” now. 1. cannot ftay to confider what is 


weakly Objcdted one of him, but muſt refer 


to others, particularly to. the two Learned An- - 


notators upon -him'; and to the "Worthy and 
Learned Defender (e ) of the Codex Canonum. 


St. Ipnatins the Martyr, who Lived with the : 


Apoſtles, and was afterwards Biſhop of Antioch 
himſelf, in many places of his Epiſtles, ſhews that 


the: Church: was: Governed by Biſhops, and thar - 
he means. by a Biſhap ( f ) the ſame that we do... 
And* indeed his Teſtimony in this Controverſie,.Þ. 


is ſo full. and poſitive, that they who deſire 


that what he Affirms ſhould not_ be true, and 
yet pretend ſome Reſped& for fo Apoſtolick a: 
man, have no ſhift, but: to- deny that theſe 
Epiſtles -are Genuine, But that they are; has-- 


_—_— 


(e) Dr. Beveridge, Codex Can. Vindic-: Cap. Cf Thar | 
St. Ignatius does not term the Order of Biſhops. vewrrewt: mhtrrs- + 


as. Rivet and Salmaſag. Will haye. it. See. Dr. Hammond's Diſſert-. 
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20 A Conſecration Sermon. 


been as fully demonſtrated, as/any; thing. of that 


nature can poflibly be,. formerly, by ſeveral other 
worthy Perſons, particularly by that Prodigie of 
Learning and Picty, the moſt Excellent Primate 
Uſber, a Perſon: one, would think, ſutticient to 
reconcile 'Men;. who were. Lovers.'of either, to 
that, Order 3 and fince by a Reverend and 
Learned Prelate (* g ,) now Living, in England. 
That Biſhops were above: Presbyters 1n' the 
Second Century, 1s. expreſly  Aſlerted by..( h) 
Clenrens Alexandrinus, by ( #) Origen, and ( 4 ) 
Tertullian. Ot Heraclas, who was afterwards 


_ —_— — \ 1 


( 8 ) The Reverend Biſhop of Cheſter. ( b ) Clemens Alexanty. 
Tiaudzrye bib. 3. cap. 12. Page ry Mveiar os, &C., of Tees Cumiens, as os 
'Emoxomets, aj Js Atraxorus, More clearly, Stromat. Lib. G. Pag. 657. 
(i ) Org. in 'Hieremiam -Homil, 11. "Tinefoy "Eq &muF%uarmapy Toy 
Atzxoroy ( for be was then-himf(elf. a ;Presbyter Y Tixeioy.5 Arazor©- 
=Þ4 my Adixov. 6 Je Tlaywwy nudy tyremenmuwO- dewiv only Tha  Exxan- 


'» magmly im melo dmelles). By Whom undoubredly is meant -the 
 Bithop, and it plainly ſhews, That he was above the Presbyters. 


Edit. Huet. Rothomage Anno 1668. Pag. 114. Huetics gueſics that 


Origen underſtands either Theotiftis Biſhop of 'Cſar:4, or Babyla 


Parriarch- of Antiveh.. Qbſervat." Pag. 14, Origen likewile. on Mat. 
Ch. X1X. Pag. JOJ. Kat 6 'Emoxome, x, 6 TlgzofuregO, x) 6. AtdxovOr. 
On Cap. 21. pag. 442. Kat vouito deudCety Þ ati off munevruy mes 
mercy Nor Tos agen mis "Exxanriac aiggomeNom, 2 Tearritals 
%; avemoiuom x, ardnabimy. *Emoonets, i Tlesofurtegts, i AOtaxoyus: 
( k ) Jertwllian de Baptiſmo. cap. 17. Dandi quidem habet jus 
Symmus Sacerdos, qui eſt Epiſcopus; 'debinc Presbyteri, & Dia- 
cont , on tamen fine Epiſcopi Auforitate, propter Ecclefix 
Honorem, quo falvo, ſalya pax eſt, * - - | 
Biſhop 
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Biſbop of. Alexandria, Origen ( |) teſtifies, That 
| he was firſt a Presbyter: , .of the {ame Clunch. 
That. Iren:eus. was firſt a. Presbyter, afterwa: <> 
Biſl-op of Lions, appears from, Enſebixs, (m, 

and. St, Hierom: Dionyſus Alexandrinns, | in an 
Epiſtle to Dionyſeus Romanus, thews that he 
' was then a Presbyter ;. afterwards Euſebins wg 
St. * Hierom: inform us; (#2 ,) That. he was 

Biſhop. Irenzns, and Enſebins, Socrates, = 
Theodoret, do furniſh us with Catalogues of the | 
Biſhops in their _reſpeive Sees, from the very 
\ Time of the: Apoſtles, ro their days, And St. 
Hierom ſays, (0) That from the time of St. 
Mark there was a Biſhop always above Presby- 
ters, in the Church of Alexandria. And all this 
is ſo very clear, -that none were they..not moſt 
erverſely ba(s'd by Prejudice or Intereſt, it they 
bk acquainted with Antiquity, would queſtion | Tf 


C—— 


Ly 


(1) Apud Euſa eb. Hiſt. Eccl. Lib. 6. Cap. Ig. Paz. 180. Edit. 
Paris. Anno 1678. (m) Enſeb. Hitt. Lib. 5. Cap. 4. © 5. Hi ron. in Catal. 
Scriptor. Eccl. a1 Script. 64. ſpeaking of Origen. lanands Toy Tlezgfureesy 
Bondvy ourenaems 3s ms 3) 7 Onwnrery Thy *AntZardpivy ixuCigutory 
Exxayeiay. (0) Enſeb. Lib. 7. Cap. 7. «* Hiefon. in Gatal. Script 4 5; 
Ergnraz©- TTodews ow "Emocore AuySiyay © o Tanda "ExxAnSIa; Tiezoffu- 

ef &c. Meme. Tre Todgve whwews Cr, eg} Tere T6770y Varerr3p 2671. 

) Eleron. in ay ad Evagrinm que incipit, Legaans th I{arah. *Tis 
BY Eichry Fifth Epiſtle. Nam 8& Alexandriz a Marco Evange- 


lifts uſque ad Heraclam 8 . Dionyſium |Epiſcopos, Presbyteri 
ſemper unum:ex | electun in excelſi ori gradu. collocatim, Epil- 
—_ nominabant. 
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22 DAM Conſecration Sermon. 
The firſt Man: that ever we can hear of, who 
did oppoſe the Superiority - of Biſhops above 
Presbyters, was Aerins, almoſt 330 Years after 
our Saviour; a very Proud, Humorſome Man, 
who: becauſe he could not. obtain a Biſboprick. 
which he aimed at, as Epiphamins informs us, (p) 
hereſolv'd that a Biſhop was not above a Presbyter; 
and' for this he was by the good Men of thoſe 
days, condemn'd of: Hereſte, and therefore' we 
cannot but ſuſpe& that there is a little too-much- 
aſſizrance in the Men of our ' Times, who defire- 
. to be thought: moſt. Pare and Orthodox, and 
yet wilt undertake againſt the whole Church of 
God, for many hundreds of Years, to defend 
a Notorious, Infamous Heretick ; a Heretick who- 
had.no Sober Man. in thoſe Apes to. Counte-- 
nance him. For. as for- Medina, who ſays, That St.. 
Hrerome, Sedulins and others, were of his Hereſie, . 
the Moſt Learned: Arch-Riſhoap of: Spalato, do's: 


—_ "ow 


” Cp 2 Epiphauii 


"Ou if dmirn 5: 


yeer, 


prove: 
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prove him ('q ) to be very impudent for ſaying 


{o. 

| Butall this and much more of this nature makes 
but little with ſome, in this Cauſe. For' when 
by Learned Men it was demonſtrated, That 
Biſbops were above Presbyters, in the very Firſt 
and Pureſt Ages of the Church ; They whoſe 
Paflions'or Intereſts had render'd them Enemies 
to that Order, made this Reply. That Dietre- 
phes ſought the Preheminence in the Apoſtles times, 
and the Myftery of Iniquity did then begin to work. 
Among others, this is the Anſwer of a. Prerbyter 
of great Fame and Repute among his Followers, 
who were deeply Engag'd in the Late Troubles, 
Alezander Henderſon, C r ) in a Letter to the 
Late King of Bleſſed Memory ; and in his Firft 


Paper, he had' the modeſty to call our Biſhops, 


P93 —_ 


0+ <0——<_— 


' (4) In his Secand Book De Repab. Ecelf. cap. 3. Of the dit- 
' ference between the Opinions of St. Hierow and Aerixs, See the 
Learned Jobn Forbes, his Irenjcam. Lib. 2. cap. 11. (r ) Hw- 
derſd's Firſt Paper. Pag. 157. Of the Edit. An 1649. and bs 
Second Paper, Pag. 179. I wind together Diotrephes and the Myfery 
of Tniquity, the -one as an OM Example of Chuvch- Ambition, which 
was alſo #00 palpable in the Apoſtles themſelver, and the other as a Cover 
_ of Ambition, after: ;ſcovered 

Myſtery of tbe Papacy at loft, 
E 2 The 
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24 —_ArCGonſecration' Sermon 

The. ( 5) Linibs of the Antichriftian Hierarchie 
I ſhall not poſitively Charge him with what a 
Reverend: Divine,” who: had: been a: Member of 
the Synod of Dont, tells us:(t ) was Reported 
of him, That, when he was Moderator. of. that 
{amous Aſſembly: a+ Glaſgow, (4. he ſaid; That 
St. Paul. brmfelf;;: by Appointing Biſhops j''was. a 
Worker (in; that Myftery 'of | Iniquityc. "But 'twas 
not long after that this Anſwer was Applauded, 
That .the Socittians, Independents, and Anabaptiſts, 
took;confidence. from-the..Example,. and termed 
_ the Myſtery! of. the-Holy Trinity, the Power of 
infliging Eecleſiaſtical Cenſures, andthe Baptizing 
of Infaars; The Myſtery of  Iniquity. And truly ſome 
Learned;-Meii think that; there cannot. be:more. 
aidfor! the, Baptizing -'of Jofants, nay.for-the 
Canon of the'Scripture, *and for the: Obſervation: 
of the Lord's Day it ſelf, than for Epiſcopacy. 


On 


EE —_ 


C-) His Firft Paper. Pag.' 154» | It is 100 well known, That 
;he Reformation of Hen.. VII. . was moſt imperfect in \the Eſſentials of * 
Doftrin, Worſhip: and.:Government\; - and. although it proceeded by ſome 
degrees afterwards, yet the Government. was never Reformed, the Head 
was Changed, -Dominus gon \Domliniurn 7 and the: whole Limbs of - 
' the Amtichriſftian 'Hierarchy vetained, upon what ' Snares and Temptations * 
of Avarice and Ambition, the great Enchanters of the Clergie, I need: 
2at. expreſs. _ (t ) Biſhop-Hall, Of Epiſcopacy. Peg- 52. '(# ) Sce: 

. the Large Declaration about the Troubles in, Scotland. Page 

227. "26 | 

However, 
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However, ſhall we think that our Saviour 
would be ſo unkind to his Church, as to deliver 
it up wholly to the Management "of Antichri 
for fifteen hundred years together ? Nay, if 
Biſhops becauſe Biſhops, mult be Antichriſts, how 
can we avoid reckoning St. James himſelf, the 
Brother of our Lord, the Antichriſt of Jeruſalem, 
Timothy. the Antichriſt of Epheſus, and Titus of 
Creet ? And St. John ſhould not have direQed his 

Epiſtles to the Sewer Angels, but in our | New 
Sttle 1 to the Seven Antichriſts 'of the Churches 
of Afia. Shall we think that Chriſt's Apoſtles 
themſelves, who Lived to See, and to Eſtabliſh- 
 Epiſcopacy,. as to the Eſfential Parts of it, as it 
now ſtands, would betray his Charch into the 
hands of Antichriſt; and help to exalt the Man of 
Sin? and that many of the moſt Godly and Faith- 
ful Servants of Teſus Chriſt, the Bleſſed Martyrs of 
the Primitive Church, would be themſelves Limbs 
of Antichriſt, and rejoyce in him ? far be it from: 
us to. entertain ſuch horrid Imaginations. 

But to take no farther Notice of odions Terms 
and ill Language. Did Chriſt's Apoſtles behave; 
themſelves Unfaithfully in their Charge,and when. 
they had Converted Perſons enough to make a 
Church, did they Eſtabliſh any other Form of- 
Government than what they had receiv'd Com- 


mathon from their Maſter to Eſtabliſh, and which 
WAS: - 


a6 A Conſecration Sermon. 
was to Fndure to the Exd of the World ?. all 
which Time, we ſee he has promiſed his ſpecial | 
Preſence and Afiſtance, to their Legal Succeſſors. 
And as to thoſe who ſucceeded.the Apoſtles, 
ſhall we ſuſpe& that ſuch good Men, that Men 
- who died for the Goſpel, durſt preſume to ſet up 
a Government contrary to it; and fo unani- 
mouſly agree in ſo wicked a Contrivance ? They 
were doubtleſs, Holy, Conſcientious, and Morti- 
fied Perſons, very Humble and Devout; and 
therefore we cannot honeſtly fay, ( as ſome would 
have the ficſt deviſers of Epiſcopacy to bave been ) 
That they were Covetous, Proud, Ambitious, 
Tyrannical, and Uſurpers. Was it Honour, 
Riches, State and Grandeur, that thoſe Humble, 
Patient Men, who were always under Perſecu- 
tion, could be Corrupted and Allured with, in 
thoſe Days when, ( as the famous Petrus de Marca, 
_ upon occaſion (' w ,) of Pope Leo his- Letter to 
Anaſtaſins Biſhop of Theſſalonica, truly obſerves ) 
That Epiſcopatus erat weluti gradus quidam ad 
crudeliſſma ſupplicia, a Biſhoprick intituled the 
Poſleflour only to the Priviledge of being more 
Barbarouſly Tormented than others ? Nay, after 
that Age, the Biſhops themſelves were ſo good 


tt 


( w) Pet. de Marc. de Concord. Tom. 2.:Pag.. SI. Sed. 4. 


Men, 


CRESTS 2 IT RY AR MIR KC Ot) A RFF RPA ASH 3s,s 0 ttoeerp22e 
FL” cas 


© ff Conſecration Sermon. 27 
Men, ſo excellent; ( x ) that Calvin ſays(and we 
may venture to take his word when he ſpeaks 
well of any of that Order ) that a bad Biſhop 
would have been efteemed inſtar portenti, as a 
ſtrange, prodigious thing / ſhall we ſuppoſe that 
theſe Men would be ſo abominably ungrateful 
to their Lord and Saviour, as moſt Sacrilegioufly 
to Violate his own Inftitation, and fo- injurious 
to their Brethren, as to rob- them of the Au-- 
thority given them by their Maſter ?'gand yet 
if we ho[d either Presbytery, or any other way 
than what they then uſed; to be of. Chrift's In- 


ſttiution 3' we muſt conclude thefe Martyrs, theſe 


Holy, Devout,. Self-denying Men, to have been 
fa-Covetons, ſo Falſe, ſo Ambitious,. fuch Ty-- 
rants,,. fich Uſurpers. One might tremble to- 
think that- to-maintain a+ New Conceitt, and the 
Eredit of ſome Popular Men among usin a wicked: 


degenerate Age, we ſhonld labour to prove thoſe. 


Worthies, the Baſeſt, Falfeſt Villams, that ever 
| Tived among Men. = 
But if they were ſo, could' they have Agreed' 
all the World over. in this Knavery, ( tor it ad-- 
mits not of a- ſofter exprefiion ) were all the reſt: 
ſo tame as to ſubmit to it ? And why did: not” 
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A Conſecration Sermon. ' 
the Presbyters then, as ſome. of 'ours did, of. late, 
riſe up againſt them and fay they. were ti 
Chriſtian ? 

Upon the whole, we cc that for a Biſbop.c to. 
be above the Presbyters 18.no Jate Ulurpation, 
but Pradtis'd in the Pureſt, in all the Ages ofthe 
Chriſtian Church ; not invented by. Antichriſt, nor 
part of the Myſtery of Iniquity, but an Apoſtelick, 
Conſtitution, conformable to our Sawrour's own. 
And who can ſhew a better Title to any Privi- 
ledges or Eſtates upon Earth, than a /Poſſeflion 
of above Sixteen Hundred Years, without -the 
leaſt Fraud or Violence at the beginning ? This 
therefore being manifeſt, that in the Ages im- 
mediately following the Apoſtles, the Churches 
were Govern'd by Single Perſons, who pretended 
to derive their Authority from them ; and .that 
we have all the reaſon imaginable to believe, that 


they would not, nay that they could not, have 


pretended fo, had it been falſe : we may afely 
conclude, That they had, and conſequently that 
they who are their Legal Succeſſors, now have 
their Authority from the Apoſtles, and {ſo from 
Chriſt. 

I ſhall juſt mention a few inferences which we 


may make from what hath been ſaid, and then 
proceed. | 


11. Hence 
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2. Hence we ſee upon what Foundation that 
part of the Eftabliſh'd Dodrine of the Churches 
of England and Ireland is built, which alerts 
that Epiſcopal Power, in the Senſe in which we 
underſtand it, was exerciſed by the Apoſtles, and 
by heir Succeſſors madeby them, by vertue of the 
Commitlion which they receiv'd from Chriſt. This 
| we find in the Book of Conſecration, which is 
- Approvd of by the Articles of our Churches. 
Art. 36. Confirm'd by Act of Parliament, and Sub- 
| _ to by-all who have taken Holy Orders. 

- 2. We ſcewhat reaſon the Reformed Churches 
broad had to ſpeak ſo honourably of our Engliſh 
Epiſcopacy, as they have frequently dene : ' for 
which at large I may refer co Dr. Durell's View 
of the Government of thoſe Churcbes, and to his 


later Defence of the. Church of England, in Latzz. 


As to their own Practice, To urge their having 
no Biſhops, which their Superiours who are of 
another perſuaſion will not allow of, as an Ar- 
gument againſt our Biſhops, 1s as unreaſonable as 
it would be to perſwade us now to Aſſemble for 
the Publick Worſhip of God, in Caves and Ders ; 
becauſe the good Old Chriſtians being not per- 
mitted by their Perſecutors to have Churches,were 
forced to do'ſo. And we may fay to them, 
what a moſt Reverend Prelate of ours did write 


to one of their Ableſt Divines, Non cnlpa weftra, 
F fed 
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ſed injuria temporum, abeſſe Epiſcopatum.” ( y ) You 
have no_ Biſhops, ' not becauſe you would not, 
but becauſe ye (= ) cannot have'them. 
23. Hence we fee how little foundation there 
is in Scripture, or un Antiquity, for any other 
Forms of Church-Gowernment. For to. fay that 
the Claſſical, or that the Congregational way ( which: 
{ome think Socinus invented ) was uſed by the 
* Apoſtles, and by their immediate Succetlors, and 
yet not the leaſt appearance of them in the 4&.s 
or Epiſtles, and that they ſhould never be heard 
of for Fifteen Hundred Tears together, 1s an A(- 
fertion ſo very: ſtrange, that one might with- 
as much modeſty and reaſon ge- about to: per-- 
fwadeus, that the Ceſars (whom we have hitherto 
taken for other kind of Officers ) were but Maſters 
of the Corporations of Rome, or Chairmen of their 
Committees. | Ws EINE 
Fourthly and Lafily, Fromhence we may con-- 
clude, | how highly infolent -and preſumptuous it 
would” be in us to prefer any new-fangled Scheme 


A 
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( y ) Biſhop Andrew's Letter to D# Moulin, inter Opera Poſth. 
(z ) When at. the Synod of Dirt, the Biſhop of Landaff had in- 
crimated That the want ef Epiſcopacy had occaſioned thoſe divi- 


fions in the Netherlands, Bogerman the Prefident of the Synod ſtood 


up,and in good allowance of what had been ſpoken ſaid, Domine,.. 
as. non ſuns adeo felites... So Biſhop Hall. - F.7 
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_ . A Confecration' Sermon. 2tz 
of Government, before that which was founded 
by Chrift, and exerciſed: by his Apoſtles, and by 
the whole Church, to our days. And certainly 
Generations'to come will' look upon this laſt as 
a very wild Age, in which ſo'many People ( a.) 
bound themfelves by an Oath to Extirpate ſuch 


a Government. | 
But yet, allowing a great. part of what hath 


been diſcourſed,. Two things are ſuppoſed by 


ſome to make a great difference between ours 
and the Primitive Epiſcopacy. Their Temporal 
Fariſdiftions,and their Titles and Eſtates. To which 


I ſhall only ſay that onr Biſhops do Claim no 
Temporal Furiſdifion by an inherent Right, as 


Bifbops,' and Exerciſe it only by the Favour 
And to ſuppoſe 
that a Princes giving great Titles, and Honours, 
and Eſtates to Bzſbops, do's render them not 
Chriftian and Apoftolical Biſhops, is very like ſup- 
poſing, that the. fairly Binding up and Guilding, 
and Enamelling a Bible, do's make it ceaſe it to 


be the Word of God. 


ol. _ ho - 7 PU wo a a. —_——_—_ we, 
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| (a) The Solemn-League and Covenant. Art. 2. That without ::,, 
Reſpect of Perſons, They would endeavour to Extirpate © 
Papacy, dong 7 that is, the Government Eccleliaſtical by 
» Biſhops, &c. 
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Having diſcourſed thus Jargely in order to- a 
Reſolution of the Fir ff } Enquiry, Time will not 
allow that I ſpeak fo fully to. thoſe that are he- 
hind ; and wk 2” 4 I ſhall contract wharT: con- 
ceive necellary, into: as little compals as I can; 

The Second: Enquiry was, concerning the Ad- 
vantages of this ſort of Government aboveiothers. 

And here two very confiderable Advantages 
are obvious to. us both from Reaſon and. Fxpe- 
TICnce: 

Firſt, In reference to the Peace of the Church. 
St. Hierom, of all the Fathers leaſt favourable to 
Fpiſcopacy, having ( as he thought) been unkindly 
dear with by the Biſhop of Hieruſalem; does plainly 
profeſs That the- Pos of Particular Churches 
cannot be preſerved without this Government. 
His words. are, ( b ) Eccleſie ſalus in fumni Sacer- 
dotis dignitate pendet, cut fi non exors quadam 
& ab omnibus eminens detur poteſtas, tot in F.cecle- 
fris efficientur fchiſmata, quot Sacerdotes., Take 
away. the Dignity of the Bzſbop and you ruin 
the Church, and if you will not allow him a 
Power above all, and in which they have no 
ſhare,. you ſhall have as s many Schiſms made as. 


( b ) In his Dialogue edverſis Laciferiavos. 
| - chere 
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| L | AC onſecration Sermon. 
-there' be Presbyters. 'Tis St. Cyprian's Obſer- 
vation ( ec) in his 55th. Epiſtle, That moſt of the 
Schiſms which have haraſs'd and diſgrac'd the 


. Church, have proceeded fron diſobedience to the 


Biſhop. And Epift. 69..( d ) He ſays, Fhat the 
Contempt of the Biſhop will naturally end in 
Schiſm and Hereſy. And Calvin, ( e ) as. he 
ſuppoſes Epiſcopacy to be of human inſtitu- 
'tion, ſo he ſays it was Eſtabliſhed, Ne ex 
equalitate, ut frieri ſolet difſidia naſcerentur. 
To prevent thoſe Contentions which are com- 
monly occaſion'd by Equality. And our late 
Experience tells us how the Church was: di- 
vided and ſubdivided, among us in the Late Un- 
happy Times, when the Biſhops were by. the 
prevailing Party, by force driven from their 
Charges ; the evil effeQts of which- we are yet 
too ſenſible of. In ihort, a Biſhop: cannot have 
any deſign in diſturbing the Peace of the Church, 
and in occaſioning Separations 3 he can have nw 


— 


( c) Neque enim aliunde Hzreſes-obortz ſunt, aut-nata ſunt 
Schiſmata, quam inde quod Sacerdori Dei non obtemperatur, nec. 
unus in Eccle{yi- ad*tempns Sacerdos, 8 ad'tempus Judex vice 
Chriſti cogitatur. *'Tis the 59th. Epiſt. in the New Edition. 

' Pag. 121. (4) Inde Schiſmata & hareſcs. obortz ſunt .& 


quorundam prexſumprtione contemnitur, & homo dignatione Det 

honoratus indignus ab Hominibus judicatur. ( e ) Calvin Inſt, 

Cop. 8. Sed. 53; | 
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24 _ A Conſecration Sermon. © 
Advantage by it, and conſequently no Tempta- 
tion to it, which I necd not fay, Others may . 
have. . | ONICET 

Secondly, In reference to' the Civil Govern- 
ment, happineſs of the State, and eaſe of the 
Subjet. When other Forms of Church Go- 
vernment were in the Aſceadant in England, it 
cannot yet be forgotten what Diminution and 
Prejudice to the Royal Honour and Proſperity 


attended them. I need not put you m mind, 


how Seditious, Infolent, Turbulent and Ungo- 
vernable, ( f ) King James to his great Grief, 
found the Presbyteries in Scotland for many 


| Years together; and what uſage his Son, fince 


Martyr'd, did many Years after receive from 
them. It may be demonſtrated that They who 
ſpeak ſeverely againſt the Biſhops, for being 


_ (as they prerend-) Enemies to the Civil Magi- 
irate, .in claiming their Authority from God, 


do the ſame themſelves, only with far leſs rea- 
ſon, and with much greater injury to their 


Prince. Thus the Presbyterian Model and Diſci- 


pline, though never heard of in the World till 
within theſe laſt Two Hundred Tears, is declared 


—_—.} 


Cf ) See the. Charater the King gives of them in his Baſili- 
con Doron. » © © SET SIR : Þ. oy 


_ A Conſecration Sermon. 
by them to be the very Scepter of Chriſt C King- 


dom, to which all muſt ſubmir, even Princes, 


their Thrones and Scepters. The Independents 


pretend the Holy Scripture for theirs, «that any 
Society of men Combining together by common 
conſent, in a Church-way and Memberſhip, 


by Divine Right, Free and Abſolute ——_ bo 


ſelf, ro Govern its ſelf by fuch Rules, as it ſhall 
judge agreeable to Gods Word ; without de- 
pendance or ſubjeCtion in Spiritual Concerns, to 


any Human Perſon, or Society whatſoever.” "Tis 


notorious, that the Presbyters do Claim to 


their Conſiftories, Full and Abſolute Spiritual 
Power and Juriſdiction over Princes themſelves, . 


with Power to Excommunicate them when they 
ſee Cauſe.” And the Independents do exempt 


their Congregations from all Spiritual Subjecti-- 
-on to the Civil Powers. But our Biſhops do - 
neither pretend to. Juriſdiction over our King, . * 
nor do withdraw their due SubjeQtion from him 
whom God has made Supream uoon Farth, over 
all Perfons, in all Cauſes, Spuitual as well as: 


Temporal within his Dominions. 


And as to-the good of the Subject. . 'Tis not. 
fo Jong ſince Presbytery was Eflablithed , and” 
found Intolerable in England, and we are not” 
. Ignorant how all Parties did contribute to throw” 


itdown,. 'twasſo very uneaſje. As for Independency, 


few 
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tew now know what it is, ( 2 3 arid, OE do 
delire it. - And as. for other Se&s, they. are not 
yer agreed what Government they:would'have, 
nor is itlikely that ever they will be--/ Some-in- 
deed do fancy Independency to be a pretty, eaſy, 
{weet, gentle thing:. - But certainly, for men to 
cry out againſt the Yoke of Biſhops as intole- 
rable, and yet to make every  Pariſo-Minifter 2 
: Biſbop : ; an Abſolute, Sovereign Independent 
Biſhop, owning no Superiour under Heaven, to | 
whom Appeal may.be- made, is as: Ridiculous, as. 
'twould be to Cry out againſt Monarchy -as 
| unſupportable, and 'to defire in hen of. it, ant 
every Conſtable 'be made a King. - Be 

To conclude this point. Many and great Ad- 
vantages | hath the Church of .God in- all Ages 
enjoyed, and we do now enyzoy by this Govern- 
ment, and of many -of them, like 'one of- the. 
orcateſt Bleſſings of this Life, the Health of our 
Bodies, whilſt we are conſtantly - well, we are 
Snot inſenſible. - But ſtill- they are not the les 
for it, thorgh we underſtand - them more: by 
their abſence, and can then put the trueft value 


——— — 


(g) Dr. A. Stuart a Polka _ He yeril belitvid hat 
In ep ndency cannot but prove the. root . of all Schiſms and He- 
relies ; and by conſequence much worſe: than Popery. Dwly to 
M. $. Pae. 53, "See the Papers for Accommodation. FER: 
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on then when we ſee others in Feavers and 
SE; and it-may be for theie Comfort, in the 


ands of Empericks roo. And ſo: I'come'to the 
\;Third Enquiry, What may -be reaſonably ex: 


Rb from Perſons ruſe with that Sacred Power 


_ and Authority, 
It was: not only St. Paxl's Charge to Tit; 


after he had. made him a Biſhop, To ſhew himſelf” 
ain all. things a Pattern of good works , but he. 


alſo makes it a-neceſlary qualification to every 


Biſhop, that he be Blameleſs. And with grear 


reaſon... For we know that for one inthat Dignity 
to-be wicked,! +.:the boldeft Afﬀront and: Dit- 
honour 'te God himſelf, and one of the moſt 
fatal miſchicts to his Church imaginable,” ſodread- 
fal,-that a vicious Bi/bop' would® not” be” Tooked 
_ on ſo. much as a Governour, as a publick Judg- 
ment; over eur” heads. Beſides Vice hath this 
ponents! that! it renders"all men contemptible, 
- moſt of all Clergy-men, becauſe '*tis their bu- 


fi jeacens and 'profeflion to make mer 'pood, and 


among+ them, They who -are'*vf the” higheſt 
Rank ſhall be: the more: ſipnally': deſpiſed, ind 
thereby: made-clearly © noſerviceable. It will 
« therefore be juſtly expeRed "that they: do not 
contraditt their 'Divine and Holy'DoQrines, and 


' make uſeleſs their: Authority; by*their looke and 


| unſantified Lives, -;-: | Y | 
G- Farther, 
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-Farther;; ''Ewas Sts Pau! 's:Charge, That they 
ſoauld ſpedkithe thingo bat! became Jaund Dotirine, 
exhott and, convidee) Gainfayens;crand.. rebuke with: 
all Authority... \ And; indeed men will >huppoſe 
that Power was, committed to--them-to.the\.in- 
tent that they ſhould make ſome uſe-of t 4, and 
that We: afg: ade. ubje@s tylthem,: thav they 
may:compel us- if. there be ieced(ion,!: to-do oar 
duties. And-now..that there 'is {o- miſerable a 
decay of all Deyotian: and. Piety, that men are- 
{o.loole inther: Principles, \nd.do corrupt intheir 
Lives, that. the; Church: is:ſþ deſpiſed, and Rehgion | 
i {elf ſo commonly: lupposd a; Cheat; or ds 
one : .. it ,may be huinbly Luppoted ;'-thae 
theſe, Revergud, Perſans.: wall ſabout-?tsiicedare? 
Offenders. by the; Cenfurgs" of, ther Churchy/ and 
make! ſome "uſp of Fcelefiaſtical Diſcipline, fs 
vg by the; misfortunes 6f-the _— dilufedy 
that we: axe,. juſt. upon-the:point:of: forgettzag? 
thas ever there) was! ſuck--ay thitig ad that- 
they will do. this. with Vigour and Reſolution, 
though they know; 'twill provej as:of.negeſſity 
* muſt, yery.ungtatetul to many ;-ant:.though. 
they. thereby., progaye;ever ſo; rhuch 3lwill,, and? 
gain- for, it among/-us only. Curſes from the Pro»: - 
phane, and' graver,;Reproaches from:'the Hypo-- 
critical; ,., This; 1s 4 Time to-ſbew. #berr Zeal: for- 
the: ORs of: God, Time to- ſhew thelri-Chriſtran: 
Fortitude- 


F 
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Forticude and Conſtaney- ;- and ſeeing they are 


fo well furaith'd with Power by their Lord and 
"Maſter, ' and fo mich 'Countenanced by an Ex- 
cellene Prince, *We "may expe" that * they" will 
not, like thoſe Children of Ephraim, (h)of whom 
King! | David' tells us, being barnaſſed and carrying 
Bows, tarn theniſekves back, in the day of Battle. 
And *twill be thought but- reaſonable, that as 
they ingage themſelves in tt, ſo they will pro- 
te" thoſe perſons 'who are” Adtive and Zealous 
in the” Churches Service, from the timworthy and 
vile entertaiametits of thoſe who: hate the Chierch: 
All this'men'will make bold, and thitk they r may 
be juſtly allowed;'to expe from them, In fine, 
They ſtand-in view 'of many'eriticat and malici- 
| ous Obſervers, and therefore muſt Walk Ciroune 
ſhefhy, becauſe the days are To very! Evil. * Above 
alt conſidering, that from;them, as'St. Pail, (5) 
the Canons of the Apoſtles, 4nd of the' Connetd of 
Hintioeh; teach us, God will xa? Att Account of 
all the Souls committed. tiito' them,” "And may 
- they" imitate the | Holineſs and Integrity, the 
Juſtice, 'Chatity, Temperance; Hunlity and 
Zeal of© their wordhy! Pradeceffors, in'the' Prim 
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40 A, Conſecration Sermon. 
- tive Times 3 that ſo having been thus Wiſe, (kh), 
and ſuch Teachers, they may hereafter; ſhine Pc) 
the brightneſs. of the Firmament, and having turned 
many. unto. Right confeſs yas -the Stars: for, ever 
and" -eOenf Oo dg Los; 3 X 

And fo I come in-the. Fourth and Laſt place, 
briefly to conſider,.. What, Honour and . ReſpeS& is 
due to:them from #81 | dd od as 

As theſe Reverend Perſons/are of - God own 
Appointment, ſo their Labours-are for our' great 
and unſpeakable. Advantage, ;-and therefore we 
cannot hat believe that they. ought to be-Loved 
and, Hononr'd.. by . us... | Nature; -dictates-'to us, 
that God is- to . be Worſhipped, and therefore 
they .who.. are - immediately inſtrumental , and 
aſliſtant to. us in, holy, Services, are to. have pro- 
portionable reſpeQ, it being one' of. the. principal 
ways we-haye of ſhewing how-much: we-honour 
Cod. . Some call: the univerſal Practice of man-. 
kind, the Voice of Nature; and therefore would 
time allow, T might here,take occaſion to:tell:you 
ont of Antient:Hiſtorians3 (1) That among -the 
Albans. the. Prieſts had the Honour. next to the 
King 5 Of. the great Dignity of the, Prieſts amang 


[PENPE_—_ Y 
gyo—_ 


Ck.) Dan, xil. 3- (1) - Syobo...GugyLibe 2. Page. 346-8 
Dog: 3x. 8c-Lab. 07, Pax. 566, 3 of 
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the Coment, andin  Meroe, and of the Reſpetpay'd 


to the -Druids. That the King of Sparta was 
Prieſt of Fxpiter. That Phaneh tells us, that 
among the- Grecians, the Prieſthood was of equal 
Dignity with the Kingdom. (*»e ) That Ari- 
ftotle- teſtifies the ſame in many places of his 
Politicks. That the Roman Pontifex. Maximus, 
had his Sella Curnlis and Liftors, as the Conſuls 
had, and that the Emperours were often. Ambitions 
of that Office. 


'To proceed. Fhat Melchiſedec wasa King and | 


a Prieſt, that the Princes of On and M:d:ian, were 
Prieſts, that great was the Dignity of the High- 
Prieſt, and-of the 5npri wan. or Ruler: of the 


Synagogue among the Jews.. Thatin the New 
Feſtament our Biſhops. are ofterr peculiarly En-- 
tituled Gods Servants,. and therefore we: mult - 


Acknowledge that twill not be for his: Honour 


that they who are his Domeſticks: and .immedi- 


ate Attendants, be trampled . on; be. in want, in 


meanneſs and diſgrace. (7). They are repreſented | 
to be: God's Heralds, Embaſſadors, and- as it. 


_—_—. - 
——. 


— 


(m) Weſt Rom. ITO. : ( n) St. Paul heaking of his own being. 
7 


Standered, uſer che Word Bazopnuiuatde,- which in Scripture. 


jar] 'f ing Unworthily of God, which. we .call. 
| ovens 4 yrs Obleryd by the Reyerend. 'Biſhop Senderſon, be 


were” 


on Rows... 


—— 


Ov. 


Z 
+": 
. 4 
. . 
= oma mn Tn EE 9 ot — PS a Es x EF OLE en ee Ee Cons 
<—s ee ———_———_———_— PW 
_ W4X4Sk v CE I TOE "y OE. EE I Le aa a Led kd $50, 090, EPI 3); EE 
_ by -— 06 a Mo. < < = 
Ton _ boene,. mage tia ava m4 IO 09/- w; ny apes one I eos bags 2 1 
CO EE ow =_ p . n - 
- _—_ PI OP TEIES _ —- _ »—£ IR IE hs - on IN KC. 
K g q p _— — # $ PS Va YT oh 
q det , na _—_ oa YR AX ol Y mY 
af 
- q et _ bf GA IRR” on = _ Saad 5 
5 Fe SEPT YO we woods \ G - 4 1h Os Ne wo VE_ = 56% Yo 4 
v — — Y v5, "IE ON . 


—_— 
TC WI, 
F< COND 


71 18% / 

41138 

{404+ 
1 6 
FE 7: 3h 
"7 
3 BT, 
"SF: 
44 


et EI her at re? rt 


— A 7 © AIDES 4+. Print aged PInets +. "OM SO or rt A WI ny, ee 
OE TS DIR IO re i prong albdant boa. 
by $ ty WER - , A V3 ag LESS T0 T4 


's 


" vs ; 0 ? AIRS SISA Ron 
% EEG > Ferret CAL OE (DAS Fo FI : EE ot IO” "oF wit es " rg a 0 
9 i API 2 yn. —— 2 - es La 462? - _— "PINES ny . - 
" " ae oe Mera” 6 Iyiate” oth. fans be 44 et CIT; /& - es. 4 - we - ws q OI . fe” a 
IE Fog ER Wrath. © retention re Oo IS tn he ts; a) MARRED carpet -*5 wk - w ro Open eagaraneyy eae_—y, $0 L 
= + 


| A: Conſecration Sernton, 

were his Reſidents among men, and ſuch have ever 
been held honourable, and-their Perſons mviokble, 
among even ;the-moft Barbarous» Peopler 'Fhat 
the good Old Chriſtians ('o- )« paid thei Biſhops 
the greateſt Veneration, even the Emperouy(þ) 
Conſtantine himſelf, fo great honour, | that «this 
Age will not bear the very mentioning- of it. 
That in the Fourth 'and: Fifth - Centuries; 'the 
Learned Fathers both of the Greek and Latin 
Churches, gave to the Biſhops the Titles of Prin- 
cipes. So St. Hilary in' the beginning of his 
Eighth Book De Trinitate,calls them Principes 
Eccleſie. - And Gregory Nazianzen,' who was (o 
Humble and Pious, that rather than ithat rhe 


Peace of the Church ſhould' be diſturbed, he did 


in the firſt Conftantinopolitan Council, -reſign the 
reat Patriarchate of ' that City and retire, do's 


challenge theſe Titles. That the good People (g) 


gave the greateſt Expreſſions of concern for St. 
Chryſoftom when Baniſh'd, for Nazianzen's Father 
when Sick, (r) and for Baſil Biſhop of Ceſares, (s) 
when the Jay a Dying. Inſtances of this fort 


> EE De 


* (0) Vid. Pet. de Marc. Tom. 2, Pag. 53. 8 Pap. 207.: ( þ) Libs. 
de Ch Conſtantini. & Theod. Hi. 2g C RK 297: Lp) 023: 
0-4. 17. To the Biſhop are aſcribed Auvaceia, Bi,» dra- 
(r) Chryſoft. Tom, 4. p. 763. Edit. Patis. (5) Nazian. Orat, 19- 
p22. JO4. Edit. Paris, 1609. + + ST. 3 LOTT 7 


are 
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are :nfinite; 1 might ſhew at large, how great 
Reſpect the Foreign Reformed Divines of moſt 
Note/hive' payed to our Biſhops, particularly that 
Calwin, Borg: Sadeel, thay the whole Conſiftory of 
Paſtors at Ctnevs that Danzeus, Peer Martyr, 
Gualterus, $ Fpanhemins and others, do in their 
bowie] call our Biſhops, Lords, and Moſt Reverend” 
athers' in God ;.. enough one would think to 
fecure the Title Sk being Artichriſtian ; and I 
might mention what ours, and all the Wieſt 
Princes of Exrope have thought ' due to them. 
Iii ſhort, we are. not to learn our duties from the 
corrupt pradtice of a Profane, Atheiſtical Gene- - 
ration,” 'nor [of ſome men of hte years, famous- 
only for being Hl-natur'd;. and Troubleſome.. 
We know the evil Conſequences of making 
this Clergy any way Contemptible, and may be-- 
lieye King Solomon, ( t ) at Jeaſt our own Expe- - 
rience,., that the , Poor, the deſpis'd Mar's Wiſdon 
'F deſpiſed, aud-his words are not heard. We find- 
that Moſes knowing that he was: ſoon to. be - 
gathered 10 his 'People, beſought God that he 
would” pleaſe to Appoint one to ſucceed him, . 
and thereupon God commanded him to cake 


Zofbua, andTay his hand upon him, and to givehim a : 


- _ _— 
* 
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Charge before all the Congregation, and adds ('#. ) 
And thou ſhalt put ſome of thine Honour upon 
. him, that all the Congregation of the Children of 
Iſrael may be Obedient. Some of thine Honour. 
This many Learned Commentators ſuppoſe to be 
Enſigns of Authority, Attendants extraordinary, 
and other Circumſtances that uſually procure 
Reſpe& ; which we ſee God himſelf thought 
neceſſary, in order to gain their Obedience. So 
that it cannot be Religion which labours to make 
thoſe Perſons Low and Sordid, and Mean and 
Contemprtible, and Ulſeleſs , whoſe Contempt 
and Meanneſs renders Religion it felf fo. 
| Beſides, were not Religion, were not the pub- 
lick good ſo much concerned in their Uſage, to 
deal ingenuouſly, and to ſpeak it out plainly, 
it cannot but be thought a hard Caſe, that Men 
who came into the World with perhaps as good 
Parts, and as fit for Honour and for great AQi- 
ons as their Neighbours, after they have had-an - 
Education Liberal and Ingenuous, : and all the 
Improvements of Wit and ! Judgment, Reafon 
and .Eloquence ; after many Years exhauſting 


Ad. 


MD ———— 


(#) Numbers, xvii. 20. Inſt bs poteſtatis frequenti-- 
famulitio cingatur. 'So Toſtat. = = gelter, b 


Bonfrer. Serrar, &C. 


- "their 
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. their Spitics, and waſting their Vigour in publick 
Services. ( as our Bleſſed Saviour, aſter going about 
and doing good, was arrayed in Purple that he might 
be ſet at nought by Herod and his Men of ar ) 


ſhould be condemned to a S2cred Station of pre- 


tended Dignity and Authority, only that they 
may be the more expoſed to Envy and Malice, 
Hatred and Contempt, be the more — 
deſpiſed, and more auguſtly ridiculous. 

- And has this Order deſerv'd ſuch uſages at 
our hands ? Hoy many of it have we had even 
m this laſt Century in theſe Kingdoms, who 
have been of Primitive Picty and True Learning, 
an Honqur to their Country, and Examples for 
fiiture Ages, Able and Couragious Defenders of 
_ the Truth, Zealous' Oppoſers|'of Romiſb Super- 

flition, ( chat 1 ſay not; the very Bulwarks of 
Proteſtancie ) moſt admirable Writers , and in- 
comparable Preachers ? And, ( by which one 
' may judge ' of the unreaſonableneſs of -our pre- 
| ſent Clamours againſt them.) I may'add,. That 
| no Azti-Epiſcopal man, of what denomination 
ſoever hath in the judgment of unprejudiced 
Perſons, written ſo Learnedly- and Solidly, againſt 
the Romanifts, though. Aﬀpers'd themſelves with 
Popiſh Inclinations and. Deſigns, as the Late 
| Murdered: Primate of England, in; his). Book 


againſt F ioer the'Late Primate--of :frelavd in 
| H ſeveral 
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46. A* Conſecration Sermon: = 
ſeveral of his Treatiſes, and the Late Buſhop/of 
Durham, concerning the Canon of the $ As 
and Tranſubſtantiation ; to'name/ no-others. - 
But we have a fort of men among. us, from: 
whoſe Scorn and Reproaches, no-Innocence, no- 
Vertuce, no Learning, no Prudence or Caution, 
can Prote&t ether the Fathers, or the Sons of 
che Church. 'Be they what they: will, they are 
all become abominable and gone out of the way,. 
there is none that does good, no not one. As if @ 
man muſt of. neceſlity. be: forſaken of 'God;; 
and of. all Goodneſs, as foon' as he is ingaged in 
his. more immediate Service ; and loſe his Wits,. 
at leaſt, part with all ſenſe of Piety and Reli-- 
gion, as: ſoon as he enters. upon any SpirituaF 
Office, ſo-it be 'by Law Eſtabliſhed.” ' F: with 
there were no reaſon for this Complaint. - But-. 
the Injury: extends farther. than to- the profent | 
Clergy. | 
A Leading-Man- among the- Diſſentevs,, las 
lately added'to- his great number-of Beoks, with- 
which he has- favoured” the World, One which- 
he calls a- Church-Hiftory, or Hiſtory of- Biſbops; 
which the Learned Anſwerer juſtly Stiles, An Ac 
count of all the. faults which Biſbops  huve - com- 
mitted" in the ſeveral Ages of the Church; and F 
may add, ' a great many of their Vertues made- 
Eaults.. And: what can be. the "Woe. 
Wor 
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Work as this, but to'ſupply what 'is wanting in 
the. Prelates' now Living, to make the Order 
odious, by relating all the defeQs'of rhoſe'in 
former Ages ? © But alaſs ! this is a Melancholy 
Confideration, and muſt needs make -a ſad -im- 
Ppreflion on any Pious Soul. For though we 
cannot think»it ftrange, that Men who are pro- 
Feſſed Enemies of God, and of all Religion, .and 
would feign laugh them both out of the World, 
do endeayour to expoſe, and to make ridiculous 
and odious thoſe perſons whoſe work and: ſtudy 
it is to keep up a ſenſe of Religion upon mens 
hearts; yet that men, who pretend to be Pi- 
ouſly diſpoſed, and heartily concerned for the 
Honour of God and of the Goſpel, ſhould take 
much pairs /to- diſgrace, and to render ſuch vile 
- and abominable ; this, this is a Jamentable indi- 
cation 'of a degenerate Ape, of an Age ready te 
be over-run with Profaneneſs and Impiety, and 
induſtrious to force God to take away the Light 
of the Goſpel fromamong them. 

Fe muſt be Acknowledged that the beſt of 
-men are ſtill but 'men; and therefore liable to 
ſome miſtakes and defes. So that it does not 
appear far and equitable, that they who, it may 
| be "take no Notice of Great and Extravagant 
| Faults ' among 'their own” Party , ſhould moſt 

teverdy Cenſure: and Aggravate the Teaſt Mi 
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- carriages in a Prelate'3'| as if they' difliked the 
Cauſe and the- Perſons, and; not the Crimesyi:6r 
, thoughrithat the firicter: Pity: of the Biſhops, 
like the! Offering of the High! Prieſt among':the 
Jews, were to make Attonement for the Sins of 
tbe People. \T:come not here to. flatter any'man, 
or to: make! Apologies for ther Vices; anch think 
T have not as. far: as became me; fpoken' too 
favourably of ' Vicious Prelates,: if any happen to 
be ſo:  But-'ris abſolutely neceffary,((though-.it 
will not: pleaſe all )-thar'+the!People 1 be told: 
their duty plainly in 'this/point, and I: know not 
a more proper occaſton, and-therefore omitting 
to ſpeak” of the Zeal'and:Diligence of ſome, and 
of the Haſtineſs, Credulity and Uncharitableneſs 
of others,' ſhall in: -a. word or -two ſhew how 
ealje a: thing it 1s to flur a falfe colour on the 
moſt innocent: Actions, of: the bet men, and ' 
conſequently | how little. Notice + Sober- Perſons 
ſhould take of 'the 'InveCives ' we daily hear 
againſt -our Spiritual Governours. How ealte 
a thing is it if they will not” by ſerviſe com- 
pliances Fawn upon;,; and vilely Court thofe 
whom 'they- ſhould Command; to-\- call them 
Proud ? It they will not- let- therr Honour lie 
> the duſt, and allow that their Office: is as 
Contemptible as their Enemies would-have it be,” 
to. repreſent: them as Ambitious! }and> how 
| natural- 
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natural is it for thoſe who pretend that making . 
then poor would make them humble, to make 
them look: as- if they were prond, that it may be 
thought neceſſary to-humble chem ? B= they ever 
ſo: Charitable to the Poor, evcr- fo Jut and Ge- 
nerous in their dealings,. if: they will not part 
with the Churches Right to any litigious Perſon, 
can. they forbear calling them Covetous ? And, 
which is a- very faihionable Calumnie now, and 
almoſt in the mouth of every one of one ſort, if 
they do but perſwade the People to Obey Magi- 
rates as Chriſtianity obliges them, and'will not 
Joyn with the diſcontented in their unreaſonable 
jealouſies of their Prince, how cate is it to ſay, 
that They are for Tyranny and Arbitrary Govern- 
ment ? As if they had not as true a Property 
in their Fſtates, and as: good a Title in Law as 
| any Freeholder in the Kingdom; which all muſt 
Acknowledge, unleſs they will have Property, fo 
highly magnified, . to- be: a word: that ſignifies 
nothing, but in the concerns of'a Lay-man; and 
they who ſtand up for it ſo warmly, mean only 
their own. If they be for a grave and regular 
devotion; is it difficult to. ſay, They: are Popith-? 
and if they would have men reverent in Divine 
Offices, to revile them as Superſtitious ? and if 
any one venture to ſay- theſe. dealings are not 
fair and honeſt; . to-vote him Ambitious, and'a 
Flatterer 2 
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Flatterer ? Buit if theſe be the Crimes of our | 
Biſhops, may they ever be guilty of them ; and 
if they be, under the moſt, invidious CharaQer, 
and with ever ſo much di{-ingenuity , repre- 
ſented to the World upon theſe Accounts, and 
be ever ſo much hated and contemned for them, 
They have this Comfort, that God, from whom 
they exped their Reward, feeth not as man ſees, 
and that whilſt we regard only the outward ap- 
pearance, he views the heart. : 


To make an End of all. 
May I not be allowed to beſcech you With . 


ſome earneſtnels, that if you have any Love for 
the Truth, any Zeal for the Goſpel, and any 
Concern for the Peace and Proſperity of the 
Church : That you will not ſuffer your ſelves 
to be prejudiced by the heat and importunities 
of nune of the moſt knowing and peaceable men, 
againſt a Government buile upon a foundation 
of Chriſt's own Inſtitution, Exerciſed by the Holy 
Apoſtles, and continued from them to us ? the 
only Government uſed in all Ages by the whole 
Chriſtian World; honoured and reverenced by 
all, and adminiſtred by many of the Holy Fathers, 
Martyrs and Confeffors ; acknowledged by all 
Councils, honoured by all the worthy Engliſh, and 
D Learnedeſt 
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' Learnedeſt nf the Forreign Reformers, and highly 
ReſpeRed and Advanced by all Chriſtian Kings 
and Princes ; and never oppoſed in the Antient 
Church by any, but by one deſperate man, 
immediately branded for a Heretick upon that 
Attempt? And let us not be drawn unac-- 
countably into a Kindneſs for any Novel, Un- 
certain and' Arbitrary Form, one thing to day, 
and we know not what to-morrow, to the diſtur- - 
| bance of our quiet, and for ought as we can tell,” 

to the Ruin and Deſolationof theſe three Flouriſh- - 
ing Kingdoms; to the Eternal Shame and Dit- 
grace of the Proteſtant, nay of the Chriſtian Re--- 
ligion, and the great Joy and Triumph of the - 
Enemies of all Religion, and of God himfelf. 
' Conſider what hath been ſaid, and the Lord. 
give: Tou underſtanding in all. things.. Amen. 


